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Division 61:  Western Australian Sports Centre Trust, $14 248 000 - 
Mr A.J. Dean, Chairman. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter, Minister for Sport and Recreation. 

Mr G. Moss, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr D. Smith, Finance Manager. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to the fifth dot point under the significant issues and trends on page 978 of the 
Budget Statements, which states that the trust is seeking naming rights sponsors for Challenge Stadium and 
Arena Joondalup.  How is the search for naming rights sponsors going?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The trust is seeking a replacement naming rights sponsor for Challenge Stadium.  It was 
a very good initiative to arrange naming rights sponsorship with Challenge Bank in the first place.  Obviously, 
things have happened to Challenge Bank in the meantime.  The naming rights contract has now expired.  I will 
stand corrected, but I think it was worth $250 000 a year, which was a significant income source.  The board of 
the Western Australian Sports Centre Trust has been trying to negotiate for a replacement sponsor and has used 
an independent consultant for those negotiations.  I ask Graham Moss to tell us how successful it has been or 
where it is placed with that.   

Mr MOSS:  The Challenge Bank sponsorship finished in about November 2001, so we have been seeking a new 
sponsor for almost 18 months.  We have advertised and made direct approaches to a number of major 
companies, which has resulted in two full-blown presentations.  We have been unsuccessful so far.  The 
marketplace for sponsorships is tight at the moment.  A number of other sporting venues in Western Australia, 
particularly in Perth, have been looking for naming rights sponsorship; obviously Subiaco Oval, the redeveloped 
Perth Oval, and I think even the Leederville Oval development could be in the marketplace for that.  There is 
competition.  It is a matter of time.  We will continue to canvas the marketplace and hopefully will come up with 
a replacement.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In the meantime, the Government is obviously having to top up the budget.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is a significant amount.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I refer to the first dot point under the significant issues and trends on page 978 of the 
Budget Statements, which identifies the recommendation of the state sporting facility plan for a feasibility study 
to be conducted into the redevelopment of Challenge Stadium.  What did the feasibility study come up with or 
identify Challenge Stadium would need?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In general terms, when Challenge Stadium, or Perth Superdrome as it was then called, 
was developed in the 1980s, it was a national leader; it was a cutting edge facility.  It is still an excellent facility.  
However, in the intervening 15 or 20 years other facilities have been developed around Australia which now 
outshine the one here.  If we want to maintain the profile of elite sports and of our elite sportsmen and women, 
and if we want to attract major events to Challenge Stadium, we must upgrade the stadium and keep it ahead of 
its competitors around Australia and the world.  That is easier said than done, because it is an expensive 
undertaking.  I ask Mr Moss to provide us with an insight into where we are at with the redevelopment proposal.   

Mr MOSS:  A consultant has been appointed to undertake the feasibility study.  The first part of that study will 
be a needs analysis, which will take about two months to complete.  That will involve consultation with all 
stakeholders, which obviously includes the trust, local authorities, all sporting associations that use Challenge 
Stadium, the Western Australian Institute of Sport, the University of Western Australia and others to provide an 
assessment of their future requirements from that facility.  Once the needs analysis is concluded, a concept plan 
will be developed with preliminary costings.  That will enable the Government to consider a 10 to 15 year 
development plan for Challenge Stadium.   

[5.40 pm] 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The second last dot point on page 978 of the Budget Statements provides an indication 
of some of the issues we face in providing a facility that will attract the national swimming championships.  As a 
result of hosting the Olympic and Commonwealth Games, other Australian cities have very good facilities.  We 
must do something to improve our facilities if we want to attract such events.  Syme Marmion is the consultant; 
he may be known to the member.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I refer to the previous question about securing sponsorship for Challenge Stadium.  One of 
our swimmers - his name escapes me - is the ambassador for Challenge Stadium.  How successful is the role of 
an ambassador for Challenge Stadium?  Will that role continue into the future?   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 21 May 2003] 

 p210b-211a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Arthur Marshall; Mr Peter Watson 

 [2] 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I recently had the opportunity to sit next to Todd Pearson, who is an Olympic Gold 
medallist and the ambassador for Challenge Stadium.  He is an impressive and articulate individual, and it was 
entertaining listening to his recollections of his time in the Olympic team.  I do not know if a formal assessment 
has been made of his success or otherwise as an ambassador, but it is a good concept and it should be 
encouraged.   

Mr MOSS:  There has been a formal assessment.  As an additional marketing strategy, we linked our search for a 
naming rights sponsor with an Olympic gold medallist as the face of Challenge Stadium.  Todd Pearson has not 
only played that role, but also made himself available for numerous promotions and activities that will put the 
Challenge Stadium banner forward.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Does the member for Albany see himself in that role in the future?   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I was thinking more on the senior side.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I refer the minister to the major initiatives on page 981 of the Budget Statements.  I 
listened when the minister described the range of activities that Challenge Stadium promotes.  I note that it has 
moved away from sport promotions.  The Sandover Medal dinner was held there last year, and it was a fantastic 
show.  I did not think that Challenge Stadium could hold so many people.  What other outside events have been 
hosted?   

Mr MOSS:  Challenge Stadium is a major event venue for not only sports but also a range of commercial 
activities that are held in the main arena.  The Sandover Medal dinner is one example.  During the year we host a 
number of large dinners and hold conferences, congresses, exhibitions and the occasional concert to generate 
revenue to support the elite sport use of the venue and to maximise its utilisation.  The closure of the Perth 
Entertainment Centre assisted us slightly because we were able to secure some events, such as the Wiggles 
concert, which might have otherwise gone to the centre.  It is a matter of balancing the commercial use of the 
venue with the elite sport use.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  What steps have been taken to secure the services and activities that will make the 
Midvale Speed Dome viable?  There is always talk of securing other activities for that venue.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is an excellent facility but, in hindsight, it is a classic example of what not to develop, 
because it is a stand-alone facility that is not in the vicinity of other sporting facilities.  It is difficult to host other 
sporting events at that venue, although there have been attempts to enhance its use through the Kieren cycling 
championships.  We had quite a good series this year, which was attended by many Japanese riders.   
Mr MOSS:  It is also used extensively for in-line hockey and a number of bicycle education programs.  We try to 
secure community involvement by holding Blue Light discos and the like.  Velodromes are notoriously one 
dimensional and it is difficult to host anything other than cycling, or, in the case of the Midvale Speed Dome, in-
line hockey events.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
 


